CHRISTMAS SONGS IN ENGLISH

Orthodox Hymns

NATIVITY KONTAKION (I PARTHENOS SIMERON)

On this day the Virgin comes unto the cave to give birth there
to the Word before all time: beyond all words is this wonder!
Dance with joy, all of creation, hearing these tidings.

Glorify, along with angels and with the shepherds,

him who willingly appears as a newborn baby,

yet he is God before time.

On this day the Virgin bears Him who surpasses all essence,
and the earth holds forth a cave to One beyond our approaching!
Angels sing along with shepherds praising his glory.

Wise men come; led by a star, they journey to find him

who for us is now brought forth as a newborn baby,

yet he is God before time.

NATIVITY TROPARION (I GENNISIS SOU)

Thy birth, O Christ, our God, rises upon the world

and makes the light of wisdom to shine over all the earth.
Those who bowed in adoration before the stars

have by a star been led to worship thee.

Thou art the Sun of righteousness and they bow

before thee, who art known as the Dawn rising

from on high. Glory to thee, O Lord.

Traditional Carols

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

AWAY IN A MANGER

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay.

THE FIRST NOEL

The first Noel, the angel did say,

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

On a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born is the King of Israel.

SILENT NIGHT

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child.

Holy Infant, so tender and mild.

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

JOY TO THE WORLD

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:

Let earth receive her King.

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and heaven and nature sing.

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all ye nations, rise. Join the triumph of the skies;
With th' angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem."
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!

WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE

We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder Star.
O, star of wonder, star of might, star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

O come, all ye faithful, joyful, and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels!

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him: Christ, the Lord.

The Greek Carol (Ta Kalanda)

We bid good evening, gentle folk.

Would you... would you desire to hear told
Of Christ's nativity divine?

We'll sing... we'll sing it to your household.
For Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Sing out... sing out in jubilation!

The heavens break forth into joy.

Rejoice... rejoice all of creation.

The King of heaven has been born,

Who is... who is the world's creator.

With horses round him in a cave,

He lies... he lies inside the manger.

The hosts of angels sing His praise:

"All glo... all glory in the highest!"

The faithful shepherds at his side

Draw near... draw near him, first to be blest.
From out of Persia, Magi come;

With gifts... with gifts they will adore him.
Led by the brightness of the star,

Three kings... three kings, who bow before him.
So, many years we wish to you

And all... and all of your relations.

And may God grant you peace and joy

In all... in all your celebrations.




CHRISTMAS SONGS IN GREEK

H ITAPOENOX XHMEPON

H ITapBEvog onuepov Tov Tpoaimviov
Aoyov gv omnlaio EpyETAl OMOTEKELV
AmopPNTMG. XOPEVE 1 OLKOLUEVT
axovTicOeioa. AdEacov puetd ayyéAmv
Kol TV TOEVOV BovAndévta emopbnvor
modiov VEOV TOV PO aldVMV OedV.

H TITapBEvog onuepov Tov LIEPOVOIOV TIKTEL
KOl M YN TO GTRANLOV TM OTPOCIT® TPOSAYEL
Avyyehol petd mowévmv dooroyovot,

Madyot &g peTd oTEPOG 0801TOPOVGLY.

AV nuag yop eyevvnon moudiov véov

0 TPO A1WVOV Oeda.

HT'ENNHXIZ 20Y

H yevvnoig cov Xpioté o Oedg nuadv
AVETEILE TM KOOUM TO QMG TO TNG YVMOEWG,
€V OWTN YOP Ol TOIG AGTPOLS AOLTPEVOVTEG
VO 06TEPOG £8180.0KOVTO.

Y€ TPOGKLVELV TOV A0V TNG dikaochVNG

Kol o€ ywookelv €€ vyoig avdatoiny, Kipie 86 cot.

TA KAAANTA

KoAnv sonépov dpyovteg

KU'av gl.. k' av gival oplopdg cog
Xprotov v Beiav yévvnoiv

VO, TIW... VO 7T 6T 0PYOVTIKO GOG
Xp1otdg yEVVATOL CTILEPOV

€v Bn... ev Bnoieépn t noAet,

ot OVpavor arydAlovrtat,

XOipEL... xoipel N KTiolg OAN.

"Ev 10 ommAaio TikTtETO,

€V QAT... EV QATNV TOV 0AOY®V,

0 Baoirletg twv Ovpavav

KOl TTOL... KOl TOINTNG TV OAMV.
ITAM00g ayyélwv ydAlovot

70 86... T0 86&a eV LYIGTOIG

Kot Tovto délov eoti

N TOV... | TOV TOWEVOV T{CTIC.
"Ex tng Ilepoiag £pyovrot

TPElG HA... TPEIG ndyol pe to dwpa,
dotpov Aapmpdv Toug odnyel
XOPIG... xOPIg Vo AETyn dpa.
Xpovia ToAAG vy duedo

670U OE... 6TOVG oeB0GTOVG YOVEIG HoG
Kol 6’__OA0LG TOLG AYOTTNTOVG
QIAOVG... PIAOVG Kal cLYYEVEIG poc!

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Ev vyiotolg ayyehot tov BeavBporov Xpiotov
Avopvovcot tounindeic faciiea veoyvov
Ao&a, Ao&a T Oe® eV LYIGTOLG KPOTUL®D
VOV E1PTMVN ETL YNNG ELOOKLA TOLG AALOLG
VOV E1PTMVN ETL YNNG ELOOKLA TOLG AALOLG
Xoatpe Baoiiev eipnvng, Xaipe ®og ainbdivov
HAte dikatoocvuvng, cotnpia tov EOvev.
Ao&a, Aoa ... ety

I PARTHENOS SIMERON

I Parthenos simeron ton proeonion

Loghon en spileo erchete apotekin aporritos.
Horeve i ikoumeni akoutisthisa.

Dhoxason meta anghelon ke ton pimenon
voulithenda epofthine pedhion neon ton

pro eonon Theon.

I Parthenos simeron ton iperusion tikti
kai i yi to spileon to aposito prosayi.
Angeli meta pimenon dhoxologhusi,
Mayi dhe meta asteros odhiporusin.
Di imas ghar eyennithi pedhion neon
o pro eonon Theos.

I YENNISIS SOU

I yennisis sou Christe o Theos imon

anetile to kosmo to fos to tis gnoseos,

en afti ghar i tis astris latrevondes

ipo asteros edhidhaskondo.

Se proskinin ton ilion tis dhikeosinis

ke se yinoskin ex ipsous anatolin, Kyrie dhoxa si.

TA KALANDA

Kalin esperan, archondes,
ki’an i... ki’an ine orismos sas,
Christou tin thian yennisin

na po... napo st' archontiko sas.
Christos yennate simeron

en Vi... en Vithleem ti poli,

i Ourani aghallonde,

cheri... cheri i ktisis oli.

En to spileo tikteta,

en fat... en fatni ton aloghon,

o Vasilefs ton ouranon

ke pi... ke piitis ton olon.
Plithos angelon psallousi

to dho... to dhoxa en ipsistis

ke touto axion esti

1 ton... 1 ton pimenon pistis.

Ek tis Persias erchonde

tris ma... tris maghi me ta dhora,
astron lambron tous odhighi
choris... choris na lipsi ora.
Chronia polla evchometha
stous se... stous sevastous ghonis sas
ke s' olous tous aghapitous
filous... filous ke singenis mas!

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

En i psistis Angheli ton theanthropon Christon
Animnousi pamplithis vasilea neoghnon
Dhoxa, dhoxa to theo en ipsistis krateo
nin irinis epi ghis evdhokia tis lais
nin irinis epi ghis evdhokia tis lais
Chere vasilef irinis, Chere Fos alithinon
[lie dhikeosinis sotiria ton Ethnon
Dhoxa, dhoxa...




