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PASCHA - EASTER SUNDAY 
The Holy Resurrection Matins   

and the Divine Liturgy 

 

(The Faithful  Stand) 
 

 (The Church is completely darkened, symbolizing the darkness of the tomb. The Priest lights a white 
candle from the perpetual vigil lamp on the Holy Altar. He exits from the Royal Doors holding the candle 
high and chants:) 

 

Priest:  

 
 

 
(The Choir repeats this hymn 2 times.) 

 

 (The Faithful receive the light from the Altar boys. The procession of Clergy, preceded by the Choir and 
Altar Boys, proceeds down the center aisle to a specially prepared place outside the Church, while the Choir 
continuously repeats the following hymn:) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Chant as many times as necessary.)   Final ending: 
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THE GOSPEL LESSON 
Deacon:  
 Let us supplicate the Lord our God, that we may be deemed worthy to hear the Holy Gospel. 
Choir:  
 Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.  
Deacon:  
 Wisdom! Rise. Let us hear the Holy Gospel. 
Priest:  
 Peace be unto all. 
Choir:  
 And to your spirit.  
Priest: 
 The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
Deacon:  
 Let us be attentive. 
Choir:  
 Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You. 

Chapter 16:1-8 
Priest:  
 Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, 
that they might come and anoint Him.  
 Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen. 
And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” But when 
they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away--for it was very large. And entering the tomb, 
they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 
 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified? He is risen! He 
is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples–and Peter–that He is going before 
you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.”  
 So they went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they trembled and were amazed. And they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
Choir:  
 Glory to You, O Lord, Glory to You. 
Priest:  
 Glory to the Holy, Consubstantial, Life-giving, and undivided Trinity, always, now and ever and to the 
Ages of Ages. 
Choir:  
 Amen. 

The Paschal Troparion  
 
Priest: (Raising the candle he censes while chanting:) 

 

 

 
 

(After each Verse chanted by the Priest, the Choir joined by the Faithful sing “Christ is Risen” [3x].) 

(3x) 
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1. Let God arise and His enemies be scattered; and let those, who hate Him flee from His presence. 
2. As smoke vanishes, let them vanish as wax melts before the fire. 
3. So shall the sinners perish from God’s presence, and the righteous shall rejoice. 
4. This is the Day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and eve, and to the Ages of Ages.  
 
 
Choir:  
 Amen. (Everyone together triumphantly sings as above:) 
  
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life.  

 
(The Choir responds to the Petitions with, “Lord have mercy.”)  

Deacon: 
1. In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
2. For the peace from above and the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
3. For the peace of the whole world, for the stability of the Holy Churches of God, and for the union of all, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
4. For this Holy Temple, and for those who enter with faith, reverence, and fear of God, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
5. For all devout and Orthodox Christians, let us pray to the Lord. 
6. For our Archbishop [name], for the honorable Presbytery, for the Diaconate in Christ, for all the Clergy 
and the Laity, let us pray to the Lord.  
7. For our country, for the president, and for all in public service, let us pray to the Lord.  
8. For this city, and for every city and land, and for the faithful who dwell in them, let us pray to the Lord.  
9. For temperate weather, for the abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to 
the Lord.  
10. For those at sea, and those, who travel by land, or air, for the sick and the suffering, for captives and for 
their salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
11. For our deliverance from all tribulation, wrath, danger, and necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 
   Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, 0 God, by Your Grace. 
 Commemorating our most holy, pure, most blessed, and glorious Lady, Theotokos, and Ever-Virgin Mary 
with all the Saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ, our God. 
Choir:  
 To You, O Lord.  
Priest: 
 For to You, all glory, honor and worship are befitting; to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages. 
Choir:  
 Amen.  

(The Clergy and the Faithful re-enter the Church. The Faithful sit.) 
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KONTAKION (To be read)  
Reader: 
 Even though You descended into the grave, O Immortal One, You destroyed the power of Hades; and You 
arose as a victor, O Christ our God, saying to the myrrh-bearing Women, “Hail!” and to Your Apostles 
granting peace; (intone) You also grant resurrection to the fallen. 

 

THE OIKOS 
 The Myrrh-bearing maidens anticipated the dawn, and sought as those who seek the day, their Sun, Who 
was before the sun, and Who now had set in the Grave. They cried to each other, “Come, let us anoint with 
spices His Life-bearing and entombed Body, raising the fallen Adam lying in the tomb. Let us go, hastily like 
the Magi, let us worship, and bring myrrh as a gift to Him, Who is wrapped now not in swaddling bands, but 
in a sheet. Let us weep and cry aloud, ‘O Master, arise! (intone) You, Who grant resurrection to the fallen.’” 

 

SYNAXARION 
(First read from the Menaion for this day, followed by the below citations:) 

 

 On the Holy and Great Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the life-bearing Resurrection of our Lord, God, 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

(Verses) 
 Christ, descending alone to struggle with Hades, came forth again and brought with Him many spoils of 
victory. 
 To Him be glory and the dominion, to the Ages of Ages. Amen. 

 

THE RESURRECTION ODE 
Reader: 
 Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ, let us worship the Holy Lord Jesus, Who alone is without sin. 
We venerate Your Cross, O Christ, and we praise and glorify Your Holy Resurrection. For You are our God, 
and we know no other, except You, and we call on Your Name. Come, all you faithful, let us worship Christ's 
Holy Resurrection; for lo, through the Cross, joy has come to the whole world. For, at all times, blessing the 
Lord, we praise His Resurrection. Having endured the Cross for us, He destroyed Death by death. 
 Having risen from the grave, as He foretold, He has given us Eternal Life and the Great Mercy. 
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(The Faithful stand)  
Deacon: 
 The Theotokos and Mother of the Light, honoring in hymns, we magnify. 

 

(The Deacon censes) 
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Deacon:  
 Again and again in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir:  
 Lord have mercy.   
Deacon: 
 Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your Grace. 
 Commemorating our most holy, pure, most blessed, and glorious Lady, Theotokos, and Ever-Virgin Mary 
with all the Saints, Jet us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ, our God. 
Choir:  
 To you, O Lord.  
Priest: 
 For all the Powers of Heaven praise You, and to You they ascribe glory; to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages.  
Choir:  
 Amen. 
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The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom 
 

Priest: 
 Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the 
Ages of Ages. 
Choir: 
 Amen. 
Priest and Choir: (3 times) 

 

 
 

 

(After each Verse chanted by the Priest, the Choir joined by the Faithful sing “Christ is Risen” [3x].) 
 

1. Let God arise and His enemies be scattered; and let those, who hate Him flee from His presence. 
2. As smoke vanishes, let them vanish as wax melts before the fire. 
3. So shall the sinners perish from God’s presence, and the righteous shall rejoice. 
4. This is the Day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and eve, and to the Ages of Ages.  
Choir:  
 Amen. (Everyone together triumphantly sings as above:) 
 Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in the tombs, bestowing 
life. 

(The Choir responds to the Petitions with, “Lord have mercy”).  
Priest:  
1.  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
2. For the peace from above, and the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.  
3. For the peace of the whole world, for the stability of the Holy Churches of God, and for the union of all, let 
us pray to the Lord.  
4. For this Holy Temple, and for those who enter with faith, reverence, and fear of God, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
5. For all devout and Orthodox Christians, let us pray to the Lord. 
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6. For our Archbishop [name], for the honorable Presbytery, for the Diaconate in Christ, for all the Clergy 
and the Laity, let us pray to the Lord.  
7. For our country, for the president, and for all in public service, let us pray to the Lord.  
8. For this city, and for every city and land, and for the faithful who dwell in them, let us pray to the Lord.  
9. For temperate weather, for the abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to 
the Lord.  
10. For those at sea, and those, who travel by land, or air, for the sick and the suffering, for captives and for 
their salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
11. For our deliverance from all tribulation, wrath, danger, and necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, 0 God, by Your Grace. 
 Commemorating our most holy, pure, most blessed, and glorious Lady Theotokos, and Ever-Virgin Mary 
with all the Saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and our whole life to Christ our God. 
Choir:  
 To You, O Lord. 
Priest:  
 For to You, all glory, honor and ·worship is befitting; to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages. 
Choir:  
 Amen. 

(The Faithful sit) 
 

 
 

Deacon: 
 Again and again in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: 
 Lord have mercy. 
Deacon: 
 Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your Grace. 
Choir: 
 Lord have mercy. 
Priest: 
 Commemorating our most holy, pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, Theotokos, and Ever-Virgin Mary 
with all the Saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ, our God. 
Choir: 
 To You O Lord. 
Priest: 
 For Yours is the might and Yours is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages. 
Choir: 
 Amen. 
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Deacon: 
 Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
Choir: 
 Lord have mercy. 
Deacon: 
 Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O 
God, by Your Grace. 
Choir: 
 Lord have mercy. 
Priest: 
 Commemorating our most holy, pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, Theotokos, and Ever-Virgin 
Marywith all the Saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ, our God. 
Choir: 
To You, O Lord. 
Priest: 
 For You are a good and loving God, and to You we ascribe glory; to the Father and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the Ages of Ages. 

 

(The Faithful stand) 
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Choir: 
 Amen. 

APOLYTIKION 
 

 

 

ENTRANCE WITH THE BOOK OF THE GOSPELS 
Deacon: 
 Wisdom! Rise. 
Priest: (Chants) 
 In the congregations bless God, the Lord, from the springs of Israel. Save us, O Son of God, Who rose 
from the dead, as we sing to You: Alleluia. 
Choir: (Repeat the apolytikion twice.) 
 Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in the tombs, bestowing 
life. (2 times) 
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Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
Priest: For You our God are Holy, and to You we ascribe glory; to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages. 
Choir: Amen. 

 

 

 

Deacon:  
 Dynamis! (With all our being). 
 
Choir:  
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(The Faithful sit)  
Deacon:  
 Let us be attentive. 

THE EPISTLE  
Reader: 
 This is the day, which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 Confess to the Lord, for He is Holy, and His mercy endures to all Ages. 
Deacon: 
 Wisdom! 
Reader: 
 The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles.  
Deacon: 
 Let us be attentive. 

Chapter 1:1-8 
Reader: 
 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and to teach, until the day in 
which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the Apostles whom He 
had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen 
by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God. And being assembled 
together He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, 
“which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons which the Father has 
put in His own authority; but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 

Choir: 
 Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

(The Faithful stand)  
 

THE GOSPEL LESSON 
 
Priest:   
 Wisdom! Rise. Let us hear the Holy Gospel. Peace be unto all. 
Choir:  
 And to your spirit. 
Priest:  
 The Lesson is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John Let us be attentive.  
Choir:  
 Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.  
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Chapter 1:1-17 

Priest:  
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God; and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not comprehend it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to 
bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not the Light, but was sent to bear 
witness to that Light. That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to his own, and 
His own receive did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, to those who believe in His name; who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.  
 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of Grace and truth.  
 John bore witness of Him, and cried out saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is 
preferred before me, for He was before me’.” And of His fulness we have all received, and grace for grace. For 
the Law was given through Moses; but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  
Choir: 
 Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You. 
Priest: 
 Grant, that being ever protected by Your power, to 
You we may ascribe glory; to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the 
Ages of Ages. 
Choir: 
 Amen. 
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(The Faithful sit) 
 
 

(The Choir responds to the Petitions with, “Lord have mercy,”) 
 
Deacon: 
1. Let us complete our supplication to the Lord. 
2. For the precious Gifts here presented, let us pray to the Lord. 
3. For this Holy Temple and for those who enter with faith, reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
4. For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 
5. Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your Grace. 

(To the following Entreaties, the Choir responds with, "Grant this, O Lord.”)  
1. That this whole day may be perfect, holy, peaceful and sinless, let us ask of the Lord. 
2. For an Angel of peace, a faithful Guide, a Guardian of our souls and bodies, let us ask of the Lord. 
3. For the forgiveness and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord. 
4. For things that are good and profitable unto our souls, and for the peace in the world, let us ask of the 
Lord. 
5. That we may complete the remainder of our lives in peace and penitence, let us ask of the Lord. 
6. That the end of our lives may be Christian, without pain, blameless and peaceful, and for a good account at 
the awesome judgment-seat of Christ, let us ask of the Lord. 
 Commemorating our most holy, pure, most blessed, and glorious Lady, Theotokos, and Ever-Virgin Mary 
with all the Saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ, our God. 
Choir: 
 To You, O Lord. 

(The Faithful stand)  
Priest: 
 Through the mercies of Your Only-Begotten Son, with Whom You are blessed, together with Your All-
Holy, good and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages. 
Choir:  
 Amen. 
 

* 

Deacon: May the Lord, our God, remember us all in His Kingdom,  
now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages. 
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Priest:  
 Peace be to all. 
Choir: 
 And to your spirit.  
Priest: 
 Let us love one another, that with one mind we may confess.  
Choir: 
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Trinity, one in essence and undivided. 
Deacon:  
 The doors, the doors; in wisdom let us be attentive.  

 
 

THE CREED 
 

(All the congregation together say aloud.) 
 

 I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,  and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light 
of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one essence with the Father, through Whom all things 
were made. 

 Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 

 He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; and He rose on the third day, 
according to the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He will come again with glory 
to judge the living and the dead;  His Kingdom shall have no end. 

 And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who together with 
the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets. 

 In one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come. Amen. 

 

Deacon: 

 Let us stand aright; let us stand in awe; let us be attentive, that we may make the Holy Offering in peace. 

Choir: 

 A mercy of peace, a sacrifice of praise.  

Priest: 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all, 

Choir: 

 And with your spirit. 

Priest: 

 Let us lift up our hearts. 

Choir: 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Priest: 
 Let us give thanks unto the Lord.  

Choir: 

 It is fitting and right. 

Priest: 

 Singing the triumphal hymn, proclaiming, crying out, and saying: 
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Priest:  
 He gave to His Holy Disciples and Apostles saying: “Take, eat; This is My Body, Which for you is broken, 
for the remission of sins.”  
Choir:  
 Amen. 
Priest: 
 He gave to His Holy Disciples and Apostles saying: “Drink of it all of you; This is My Blood, of the New 
Testament, Which for you and for many is shed, for the remission of sins.” 
Choir:  
 Amen. 
 
Priest: (Elevating the Precious Gifts) 
 Your Gifts, of what are Yours, we offer to You, in all, and for all. 
 
 (The Faithful do not kneel at this point during the period from Pascha to Pentecost. The Priest prays 
inaudibly and invokes the Holy Spirit to descend and transform the Precious Gifts into the Body and Blood of 
our Lord. During this moment, which is the loftiest and most sacred in the Divine Liturgy, the choir sings the 
following hymn.) 
 

 

 

 
Priest:  
 Especially for our most holy, pure, blessed glorious Lady, Theotokos, and Ever-Virgin Mary.  

 



Pascha Sunday Morning - 396  

 

 
 

 
Priest: 
 Above all remember, Lord, our Archbishop [name], to whom grant Your Holy Churches in peace, safety, 
honor, health and longevity to teach aright the word of Your Truth. 
Deacon: 
 And remember those, whom each of us has in mind.  
Choir: 
 And all mankind. 
Priest: 
 And grant that with one voice and one heart, we may glorify and praise Your All-Honorable and Majestic 
Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages.  
Choir:  
 Amen. 
Priest: (Blesses the Faithful, who bow their heads). 
 And the mercies of our God, and Savior Jesus Christ, shall be with you all.  
Choir: 
 And with your spirit. 

 
(The Faithful sit.)  

 

 
(The Choir responds to the Petitions with, “Lord have mercy.”) 

Deacon:  
1. Having commemorated all the Saints, again and again in peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
2. For these Precious Gifts, which have been offered and sanctified, let us pray to the Lord.  
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3. That our merciful God, Who has received Them on His Holy, and Celestial, and Invisible Altar, unto a 
breath of spiritual fragrance, may send down upon us Divine Grace, and the Gift of the Holy Spirit, let us 
pray.  
4. For our deliverance from all tribulation, wrath, danger and necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 
5. Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your Grace.  
 Having asked for the unity of the Faith and the communion of the Holy Spirit, let us commend ourselves, 
and on another, and all our life to Christ, our God. 
Choir: 
 To You, O Lord.  
Priest: 
 And deem us worthy, O Master, that we may boldly, without condemnation, dare to call You the Heavenly 
God, Father, and to say: 

(The Faithful stand)  
 

TΗΕ LORD’S PRAYER 
 

(All the Faithful pray aloud). 
 

 Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed by Thy Name; Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in Heaven. Give us this daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those, who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 
Priest: 
 For Yours is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages. 
Choir: 
 Amen. 
Priest: 
 Peace be unto all. 
Choir: 
 And to your spirit. 
Deacon: 
 Let us bow our heads unto the Lord.  
Choir: 
 To You, O Lord. 
Priest: 
 Through the grace, and mercy, and love for mankind, of Your Only-Begotten Son, with Whom You are 
blessed, together with Your All-Holy, good and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages.  
Choir:  
 Amen. 
Deacon:  
 Let us be attentive.  
Priest: 
      The Holy Things unto the holy. 
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(After the priest has recited prayers of preparation, he exits from the sanctuary with the chalice, saying:) 
 
Priest: 
 With fear of God, with faith, and with love come forth. 
 
 (Those who have prepared themselves to partake of the Holy Communion, proceed forward at this time to 
receive, praying silently, “Remember me, O Lord when You come into Your Kingdom. Have mercy on me, a 
sinner.”) 
 
Priest: 
 O God, save Your people and bless Your inheritance.  
 

 

 

 

Priest: (Inaudibly: “Blessed is our God.”) Always, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages.  
Choir: Amen. 
 
Deacon: 
 Let us rise. Having received the Divine, Holy, Pure, Immortal, Heavenly, Life-giving and awesome Mysteries 
of Christ, worthily let us give thanks unto the Lord. 
Choir:  
 Lord have mercy. 
Deacon: 
 Help us, save us have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your Grace. 
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Choir:  
 Lord have mercy. 
Deacon: 
 Entreating the Lord, that this whole day may be perfect, holy, peaceful and sinless, let us commend ourselves, 
and one another, and all our life to Christ, our God. 
Choir: 
       To You, O Lord.  
Priest: 
 For You are our sanctification, and to You we ascribe the glory; to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages.  
Choir:  
 Amen. 
Priest:  
 Let us go forth in peace. 
Deacon:  
 Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: 
 Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Father, give the blessing. 

 
PRAYER BEHIND THE AMVON 

Priest:  
 O Lord, Who blesses those, who bless You, and sanctifies those, who put their trust in You, save Your 
people and bless Your inheritance; protect the whole body of Your Church, and sanctify those, who love the 
beauty of Your Temple. Glorify them by Your Divine Power and forsake not us, who set our hope in You. 
Grant peace to Your world, to Your Churches, to the Priesthood, to our Leaders, to the Armed Forces and to 
all Your people. For all good giving, and every perfect gift is from Above, coming down from You, the Father 
of lights; and to You we ascribe glory, thanksgiving and worship; to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages. 
Choir:  
 Amen. 

(Sing three times:) 
 

 

 

 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: Lord have mercy. 

 

 
THE CATECHETICAL HOMILY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

Priest: 
 Whosoever is a devout lover of God, let him enjoy this beautiful bright Festival. And whosoever is a 
grateful servant, let him joyously enter into the joy of his Lord. And if any be weary with fasting, let him now 
receive his reward. If any has toiled from the first hour, let him receive his just debt. If any came after the 
third, let him gratefully celebrate. If any arrived after the sixth, let him not doubt; for he too shall sustain no 
loss. If any have delayed to the ninth, let him come without hesitation. If any arrived only at the eleventh 
hour, let him not be afraid by reason of his delay; for the Master is gracious and receives the last, even as the 
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first. He gives rest to him, who arrives at the eleventh hour, as well as to him, who has labored from the first. 
He is merciful to the one who delays, and nourishes the first. He gives also to the one, and to the other He is 
gracious. He accepts the works, as he greets the endeavor. He honors the deed, and the intent He commends.  
 Let all of you then enter into the joy of our Lord. The first and second enjoy your reward. You rich and 
poor, rejoice together. You temperate and you heedless, honor the day. You who fasted, and you who did not, 
rejoice today. The Table is richly laden. All of you, fare sumptuously on it. The calf is a fatted one; let no one 
go away hungry. All of you enjoy the banquet of faith. All of you enjoy the riches of His goodness. Let no one 
grieve poverty; for the universal Kingdom has been revealed. 
 Let no one grieve over sins; for forgiveness has dawned from the tomb. Let no one fear death; for the 
Death of our Savior has set us free. He has destroyed it by enduring it. He despoiled Hades, when He 
descend-ed thereto. He embittered it, having tasted of His flesh. Isaiah foretold this when he cried out:  
 “You, O Hades, have been embittered by encounter-ing Him below.” It was embittered for it was 
abolished. It was embittered, for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it was slain. It was embittered, for it 
was annihila-ted. It was embittered, for it is now made captive.  
 It took a body, and, lo, it discovered God. It took earth and, behold! It encountered Heaven. It took what 
it saw, and was overcome by what it could not see. O death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your 
victory?  
 Christ is risen, and You are annihilated. Christ is risen, and the demons have fallen. Christ is risen, and the 
Angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life is liberated. Christ is risen, and the tomb is emptied of the dead; for 
Christ, having risen from the dead, has become the first fruits of those that who fall asleep. To Him be the 
glory and the dominion to the Ages of Ages. Amen.   

 

 

 

Deacon:  
 Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: 
 Lord have mercy. 
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Priest: 
 May the blessing of Lord and His mercy come upon you, through His Divine Grace and love for mankind; 
always, now and ever, and to Ages of Ages. 
Choir:  
 Amen.  

DISMISSAL 
Priest: 
 Glory to You, O God, our hope, glory to You. 
 May Christ our true God, Who rose from the dead, through the intercessions of His most pure and All-
Holy Mother; the power of the precious and Life-giving Cross; the protection of the honored Bodiless Powers 
in Heaven; the supplications of the honored, glorious Prophet and Forerunner, John the Baptist; the Holy, 
glorious and All-laudable Apostles; the Holy, glorious and victorious Martyrs; our saintly and God-bearing 
Fathers; [local patron saint]; the Holy and righteous ancestors Joachim and Anna; whom we commemorate, 
and of all the Saints, have mercy on us, and save us, as a Good, and Loving, and Merciful God. 

 

 

 
(The Priest, raising a lighted candle, joyfully proclaims:) 

Priest: 
 Christ is Risen! 
The Congregation:  
 Truly, He is Risen. 

(The affirmation of the risen Christ and the response from  
the congregation is repeated two more times.) 

 
Priest: 
 Glory to His third-day Resurrection. 
The Congregation:  
 We worship His third-day Resurrection. 
Priest: (In recitation; not chanting.) 
 Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death, and upon those in the tombs, bestowing 
life. 
The Congregation:  
 Truly, the Lord is risen. 

 
END OF SERVICE 

 

 


